
Interchange Justification Report Review Process Timeline – From Submittal of Draft IJR to Final Approval 
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HQ Access Unit 

coordinates Traffic and 

Geometric reviews and 

provides review comments 

to Region.

The first draft of an IJR 

normally undergoes  many 

review comments.  

Seldom does a first draft 

go straight to final IJR 

stage.

How complex is your IJR?  

Was a study team used to 

develop it? 

Step 

Region Resolves 

Comments

Region responds to 

review comments, 

making changes to the 

IJR as needed.  

For efficiency and ease 

of review in Step 3: 

Summarize how and 

where review 

comments were 

addressed in the 

revised IJR

Do not re-write the 

IJR document; just 

edit those sections 

addressed by 

reviewers 

HQ Reviews

Draft IJR

Step Step 

HQ Traffic

Conducts 

Operational Review

HQ Design 

Conducts

 Access Review

HQ Design 

Conducts  

Geometrics Review

Expect up to 1 Month

review time from receipt of 

report at HQ. Time can be 

less, depending on: 

Reviewer’s prior 

involvement on IJR Team

Complexity of IJR

Level of documentation 

required (all or some of 

the 8 Policy Points)

Number of IJRs currently 

in review 

Step 

HQ Reviews

2
nd
 Draft IJR

HQ Traffic

Conducts 

Operational Review

HQ Design 

Conducts

 Access Review

HQ Design 

Conducts  

Geometrics Review

Expect that the 2
nd

Draft IJR will still 

generate a few 

questions from 

reviewers. 

Email, phone 

conversations, or a 

meeting are all useful 

methods to clarify 

comments and 

questions for all 

parties involved.

Significant 

Questions?

Repeat Steps 

2 and 3 as 

required

HQ Design 

provides 

“Concurrence” & 

transmits IJR to 

FHWA for Approval

Yes

No

Step 

 NOTE: FHWA 

Approves IJRs on

Interstate Routes

(see remaining steps)

Federal Highway 

Administration 

Division Office 

Reviews IJR

Expect that FHWA will 

have some questions  that 

will need to be addressed 

and resolved.

Involve the FHWA in your 

IJR study / support team, 

so that:

you are best assured, 

early on, of the concepts 

and alternatives that can 

be supported by FHWA 

they can help identify 

required Policy Points 

and determine if FHWA, 

DC needs to approve

their reviews and 

approvals will be more 

efficient with their prior 

awareness

Step Step Step 

Up to 1 Month

FHWA provides 

comments to HQ 

Access / Study Team

Region Resolves 

Comments

Region provides HQ 

with responses & 

revised IJR 

HQ Reviews

IJR  / Region’s 

Responses

HQ Transmits Revised 

IJR back to FHWA 

Division Office

FHWA Division Office 

Reviews Revised IJR

Yes

Repeat Steps 6 

& 7 to Resolve No

FHWA

 (DC) Approval 

Required?

FHWA 

Division 

Office 

Approval

No

FHWA Division

Concurs and 

submits IJR to 

DC Office

Yes

Step 

FHWA (DC) Review

Once the IJR has 

received concurrence 

by local FHWA Division 

Office, it is transmitted to 

FHWA, DC for approval

FHWA, DC 

Approval

Yes
FHWA and 

WSDOT Resolve 

No

FHWA 

Approval

FHWA DC 

Approval

1 month; 

more if 

issues to be 

further 

addressed.  

If Interstate, 

WSDOT HQ 

will forward 

to FHWA

Expect

1 Month; 

more if 

issues to 

resolve

Note:

Interchange 

modifications 

are typically 

approved by 

the FHWA 

Division 

Office

Varies 1 – 6 months

depending on the 

scale and complexity 

of the report as well as 

the number of IJRs in 

the queue awaiting 

review and approval at 

FHWA, DC 

Note: The FHWA, DC 

Office is typically 

involved only with new 

interchanges on the 

Interstate System; 

thus many IJRs do not 

require this step 

Significant 

Questions?

All Issues 

Resolved?

NOTE:  Approval of all IJRs cannot be granted until Environmental (NEPA/SEPA)  approval has been achieved.  If an IJR is found to be acceptable to 

the approving authority prior to final Environmental approval, a Finding of  Engineering and Operational Acceptability is granted.

 Interstate?

No

Yes

1 Month

Varies, depending on the 

scale and complexity of 

the report as well as 

Region’s resource 

availablilty 

HQ

Approval

HQ

Concurs

Non-Interstate IJRs: “HQ Review thru Approval” = 3 to 6 months

WSDOT Assistant 

State Design 

Engineer approves 

State Route IJRs 

Interstate IJRs: “HQ Review thru Concurrence” = 3 to 6 months “Local Division FHWA Review thru Concurrence or Approval” = 3 to 6 months

1 – 6 Months
FHWA

Concurs

1 Month Review following 

receipt of IJR at FHWA.  

This duration is affected 

by number of IJRs 

currently in review at 

FHWA, and: 

FHWA’s prior 

knowledge and 

involvement

Complexity of IJR

Design Manual Chapter 

1425 provides guidance 

on IJR process, level of 

documentation required, 

and approval authorities.

1 Month

Varies, depending on the 

scale and complexity of 

revisions

1 Month

Varies, depending on the 

scale and complexity of 

the report as well as 

Region’s resource 

availablilty 

Same notes as per 

Step 2: revise IJR, and 

communicate revisions


